
Annual Meeting Minutes

June 14, 2019

Partridge House B & B

There were approximately 55 members and guests in attendance.  A brief 
business meeting was followed by a salad potluck buffet.

 The meeting was called to order at 11:25am.

President’s Report - Linda Ely welcomed everyone and thanked Nora Geraghty 
and family for hosting the meeting.  She then recapped the highlights of the year 
mentioning that $38,000 was raised for Community Grants and $32,000 for 
Scholarships.  The Spring Gala was the our most successful event ever.  Thanks 
were extended to all the volunteers at each event that made them possible.

The membership is still growing with a total of 242 current members.  Several 
interesting programs were offered including the Book and Author Luncheon, and 
‘80’s dance Party and a tour of the newly renovated Hood Museum.

Efforts in the area of Strategic Planning have been on going all year, with Arline 
Rotman working on updating the bi-laws.  A survey of the membership was 
distributed and all who completed it were thanked.  Linda mentioned several 
prosed changes to the bi-laws under consideration including a restructuring of the 
committee structure and an establishment of term limits for the board.  A vote to 
accept the changes as written was prosed and accepted. (See attached)

Secretary’s Report – The summary report of last year’s annual meeting was 
voted to be accepted.

Treasurer’s Report – Over $69,484 was contributed for scholarships and 
community grants.  A question was raised regarding the eligibility for scholarship 
funds.  It was clarified that applicants need to be both Norwich residents and have 
a financial need based on their VSAC application.

The 80’s Dance Party was very successful financially earning about $1,977. 
which gave us a budget surplus of $4,078.

Joanne Kent is retiring as treasurer after 9 years with all our thanks.



Finance - Carole Loveland gave an overview of the scholarship awards.  We 
were able to finance 100% of eligible applicants.  Notification of the grants to the 
recipients will be going out next week.

Norwich garden - Mary Ann Holbrook thanked the Club and board for its 
support and all her workers for their efforts – Carol L., Dana Ireland, Barbara 
Kenny, Deb Martin and Liz Guest for donating plants again this year.  She also 
mentioned that the fire department has agreed to bring their truck to the garden to 
help with the watering. 

Spring Gala – Lily Trajman reported that the event was very successful. The 
Citizen of the Year was Demosthenes Sofronas, and two Stewards of Norwich, 
Jill Kearney Niles and Doug Robinson, were also chosen and presented.

The 80’s Dance Party, held on May 18th, was made possible by generous 
donations of money and food from Pete and Gerry’s Eggs and Bolocco.

Nearly New Sale - Elaine Waterman indicated that the spring, 2019 sale had 
been somewhat smaller than in the past, grossing about $13,347.  There were 40 
fewer consignors and less in donations as well.  A full review of the event will be 
undertaken.

Programs - Bonnie Lawlor sent her thanks for attendance to the programs 
completed this year, and announced that a museum trip is being planned for the 
fall.

Membership – Marcia Davis and Linda Ely have set up a system to enable 
members to pay their dues online.  Twenty-five new members have joined since 
the last membership directory was printed.

Scholarship – Karen Ward announced that $38,000 has been awarded to 17 
applicants, giving a brief description of the breakdown.  There was a total of 29 
applicants this year, of which 22 were considered qualified and reviewed.  She 
feels that we continue to provide a valuable and much needed service with this 
program.

Nomination of New Board Members- The slate of new members to fill several 
open positions on the board were submitted.  These included Lily Trajman as 
President, Tracy Hayes for Treasurer, Amy Somerstein for Database Manager, 
Jenn Langhus for Summer Concerts, Kate Van Arman to join the Scholarship 
Comm., Nathalie Herbert for Spring Gala, Judy Brown and Nathalie Herbert for 
Finance (Community Projects), Sophia Crawford as Corresponding Secretary 
and Tamara Lowe as 



Website Manager.  A full listing is attached.  The slate was voted and approved.

Old Business – Lily Trajman thanked Linda Ely who is stepping down as 
President, and Sue Pitiger who is leaving the board after many years in many 
different positions.

Lily then read Article II of the bi-laws and indicated that she would like to see the 
Club continue to maintain its network within the community as well as its 
programs such as the community grants and scholarship fund.  She would also 
like to see new activities that would bring more new and younger members to 
join us.

The first summer concert is scheduled for June 23 from 5 to 7pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:20pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Annette Brown, secretary


